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SUBJ: CHINA-SYRIA: NUCLEAR COOPERATION. (ryMQ- 
DOI: 15 MAY 90 (AS OF 1143 EDT) 

TEXT: 1. -4 C/HT) B EIJING AND DAMASCUS REPORTEDLY SIGNED AN 
AGREEMENT LAST MONTH FOR CHINA TO PROVIDE SYRIA WITH A 3-MEGAWATT 
REACTOR FOR R&D. 

2. -£6/W WHETHER THE REACTOR WILL BE USED FOR RESEARCH AND 
TRAINING BY SYRIA'S CENTER FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH OR BY THE 
COUNTRY'S ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION IS UNCLEAR, 



3. -f C/MP y COMMENT: HOW THE PROJECT WILL BE FINANCED IS STILL 
UNCERTAIN. CONSIDERING SYRIA'S FISCAL CONSTRAINTS AND BEIJING'S 
DESIRE TO RECEIVE HARD CURRENCY AT THE TIME OF DELIVERY, THE DEAL 
MAY HAVE SOME PROBLEMS. LAST NOVEMBER CHINA AND PAKISTAN ANNOUNCED 
AN AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH BEIJING WOULD PROVIDE ISLAMABAD WITH A 300- 
MEGAWATT NUCLEAR POWER STATION. THAT DEAL NOW SEEMS IN JEOPARDY 
BECAUSE CHINA IS INSISTING ON HARD CURRENCY. 

4. (O/HD EVEN IF A FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT IS WORKED OUT, SYRIA 
WILL PROBABLY NOT RECEIVE THE REACTOR FOR AT LEAST A YEAR OR MORE 
NONETHELESS, THE REACTOR IS APPARENTLY TOO SMALL TO MAKE WEAPONS 
MATERIAL EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

5. - flj/HD THIS AGREEMENT IS THE LATEST INDICATION THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN BEIJING AND DAMASCUS ARE CONTINUING TO EXPAND, ESPECIALLY 
REGARDING MILITARY TIES. FOR AT LEAST THE PAST YEAR, BOTH COUNTRIES 
HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN DISCUSSING THE POSSIBILITY OF CHINA PROVIDING 
MISSILES, INCLUDING THE M-9 SSM, TO SYRIA. 
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